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Beginnings of public education in New York. — After
the English took possession of New York, we have seen
(p. 205) how that territory lapsed into the laissez faire
support of education. While higher and secondary educa-
tion was maintained for the upper classes of society, little
effort was made to establish common schools. The few
elementary schools that existed were either private or
maintained by some church or philanthropic society. As
already shown (pp. 234 f.), this was the period distinguished
for the schools founded by the Society for the Propagation
of the Gospel. At the close of the Revolution, however,
the various elements of the population had been welded
together in the common struggle, and a sentiment for
common schools gradually began to prevail over vested
interests and sectarian jealousies. As early as 1784 a
system of public education was theoretically organized
under the management of a Board of Regents, with the
title of "The University of the State of New York,"
though it did not include elementary schools.1 Five years
later lands in each township were set apart for the endow-
ment of common schools, and in 1795 it was enacted:
The sum of twenty thousand pounds ($50,000) shall be annually
appropriated for the term of five years for the purpose of encouraging
and maintaining schools in the several cities and towns in this State,
in which the children . . . shall be instructed in the English language
or be taught English grammar, arithmetic, mathematics and such
other branches of knowledge as are most useful and necessary to com-
plete a good English education.
This school money was at first apportioned to the
counties in accordance with their representation in the
1 For the significance of this title and for the subsequent development of
education in the state during the transition period, see Graves, "History of
the State Education Department" in the Selected Readings at the end of the
chapter.

